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dillera of the Andes is evident from the abundance of volcanoes and earth-
quakes and from old strands of the sea hundreds or thousands of feet above
the present coast. (2) A second feature is a great central plain. This
begins in the Llanos, or level grassland spreading widely on both sides of
the Orinoco River. It is continued in the Selvas, or great forested plain
of the Amazon, and in the scrubby Gran Chaco of the upper Paraguay
River. It then passes into the Pampa, or prairie-like grassland of Argen-
tina, and finally into the short grass of Patagonia. (3) A third typical
feature is a double eastern highland. Part of this between the Orinoco
and Amazon rivers forms the sparsely populated and little-known high-
lands of southern Venezuela and Guiana. The main part occupies all of
Brazil south of latitude 5° S and east of the Tapajoz and Paraguay rivers.
(4) In addition to these three large features a smaller typical feature is the
depression of the southern end of the continent. Hence the coast south of
latitude 40° is deeply indented, especially on the west side where there
are hundreds of islands in Chile.
Five Andean Countries. Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and
"Bolivia form a group of tropical countries which lie astride the Andes.
All alike have their greatest population and most numerous cities at high
elevations. The elevation increases as one goes from north to south, as
appears in the following figures:
- Altitude,
Country	City	Population	feet
Venezuela	Caracas	141,000	3,000
Colombia	Bogota	35o»ooo	8,700
Ecuador	Quito	115,000	9,300
Peru	Cuzco	40,000	11,100
Bolivia	La Paz	150,000	11,800
All the cities except Cuzco in Peru are the present capitals of their
respective countries. Cuzco was the capital of ancient Peru in the days
of the Incas, and it is famous for its great ruins where huge stones of
many shapes and sizes are carved so accurately that even the little corners
fit together so closely that a knife cannot be stuck between them. Ruins
of a high ancient civilization abound in all these countries, especially in
the higher parts of Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia.
The importance of the high plateau is evident in the railroad map
(A567). One or two hundred miles back from the west coast and roughly
parallel to it many little scraps of railroad are seen. If they were joined
together, as they probably will be some day, they would form a route
connecting the five Andean countries with one another and thus with
Argentina and Chile. Notice also how scanty are any railroads running
east from this line until Argentina is reached. Many little railroads start
inland from the west coast but end abruptly at the foot of the Andes.

